HELDERBUKDG SUN

[ am an enlertamer, says ‘Platmum’ Lotl

L ATHY RETIEF-REIL

Cur globe trotter jowrnalist, Cathy Fetief-Nal, interviewad the Belyion siwging sensation before lds concert
Stutigart and found a “new, suprewely confidant” Holneut Lo#ti.

Them is Fomething about e man...

Certain people have that spedsl some-
thineg and Halmut Lot B eljian S nging
sanzaton and one of Europa’s top enler
tainers, has "

A fewodays batore Chiist
mas, a5 |weaibe d for
Hedmut in has dmzming

i o e S ohldya dualle
ir Shatigart (whie 5 000
fans —of I dewotess 3
bafer descdplon T - filed
i e @y diodumy |
thought back to #he last
firm & wae byod et in Soarth
Atnca, alrmost fourye aes

ago

I wazg pivile ged to spend
some Bme at e Hotel
S andston Hilkon and af
Sun City, with Helmuts
&MU g &, dumng hes
fow0- con oo it Eour five
minths afbe r filming the
widi o of T Fiagihy U
cagrtul "Wl of Afnca”™ n
Octobarof e previous
Wear

"Hel st was visibly
affected by the plight
of e chil dren i n il ood-
rivaged Mocambngus'

I st sl 3 chatted 1o
H et e nig bl b pge
tumard fiom a tép a5 Bek
gium's G oodwall Ambas
gador o Unbosd, from
South Anca’s 8ood.ravaged naghboul
bogambigue

It waas alrmost midraght and Helmit wias
talkiing, glass of wand in haned, bo Piet
Foaben ard A s

W asch e, o e oohlings of e holel
boange pesenved forhim, wehen blago wan

-

R & e rghearmi - weled i thie masteemind
behined the Lot oo poate image and
desgn - irtroduoed me to kim

It wias the nightbefore the conced at

C arnde sl City. The second of o ndy b
corion s vaas 3t Sun Cy he followang
ribg it Mg 31, 2000

Wi talked 2 whils and | vuas irmim edi-
ahehy taken with fhis bowishly chamming
Woling man, sifio was 3 Bie preocopled
and wigibly a%ecled by the plightof, par
Soulady the childen, of o cambique

(those wiho do notdedne ham fora son-
ir-Law) firvd hirm eooose dinghy secoyl

I beih e thiés cormebin 30 1 of boyish
chamm and sex appeal, coupled wilh an
AT &z e Ared wii realile talend, is

| the reape for s susosss,

| s 2 fubuee inmosdes. The
Gama e lowves Helmut=and
Hadmut admits fo enjowng T
firmelight, and he dogs call himsel
anentertsiner 7 do rod ahearys
ika e wiay | ook on photos,” ha
| 5ayE.

L By e same token, he savs he i
not a5 good looking a5 he ap-
pears on 2ome = when kst did
your kool in $he minor Helmut

Thee sprassion “High on Lits™
st have been vesthen with the
b o dlessly @ nve ng el o H elmut in
i !

Infad, he said dudng a latar
interdent “Paople agk me what
druage | am on, but | el i em that
I o reod and retoosr will Laka d rugs
and that | am nabarally high on
e

Had | krgwsan at the Srme that
waculd bee four yeams befom | had
thie apsp o dunty bo 2p eak o
Hehmut agary, | wedukd bl 56
cephed Mago's offerthat | de-
clineed, foir fi arof abusing imy
poithon | was Suere a2 810 and
nol 35 3 tadio prasanten or jou
nakst

il

| shamabesshy 2dmd to S& ooy
studying him e foll owing moming. a3
hebudoed into 3 healthy breakd astwhil e
bredng inbe robesed by 3 Bled gian joum alist
« difd] b cline oySell Savhi bl B owei
for neot having inde rebeemd hirm!

I o, Byl oS L r, I o i f 1 |
would come face io face wilh the same
man. | did neot



l The edended hand, the three Bélgian | Winik | 3dod escenty blumed out ot i l

Thigy leftand Helmiol £5id: “Da wou mind
if | finigh i gning these CO oovers and
photographs wbile v ol ™ (7 es, he

kagsas Jred Thee wuonde dul, Sinokee Smdle

i e sami but e "boy” had béen
replaced by a suprmely confident,

M

slender, well honed man, with only
gimpses of the "man- child” remaining
behind the sometmes coy smila.

His body language exuded s fiound
matunly and self-confdence that waas
andorsad by his shrong, charming woics
and = y&g, | do &fill admise & = tha obwi-
ous irdellect of #é man

fErd rote to the inbervieey in Stuttgart

Az one of the most org anised padple |
bt g, ik s il Bsg e

ambamassment that | reaksed my DAT
Syshe m (e 0o ndn g equipmient) had been
lett i She carnin my megh to get o

Helm 'z d ressin g mom M the pre-
arranged ime of 5. 30pm onthiz dhilly
D v e £ dlgr i e TR iy,

by p e coup S8an with boeing on ime
su ddenly tad ed | nbe inatgnifi canee a2 |
ez bl dold i of Py il errim gt

1 odolescently biurted out
that it veos unior fon one
man fo be blessed wilh
such a beoutid voice™!

Bt | could have saved myelfthe angst
Chaming a2 ewer, Helmid called hiz
personal azziztand, Ormer Denies (3 most
faendly and helpful man) and sded him
to 3ccormpany iy e nd ahd appoinied
phodographer, Annl Zanelo, fo oolle ol the
& quapem ek,

-

e by does sign them parsonally)l
Drid | mind - voas he serious?

1% woould give me Smee o gathier moy
thoughts and o s&crefly study him, as
v journalists are indined to do, Sud-
denly he statded fo sing some of the cld
clazgie ballads and Bié Sound of his

p ol mosdo o us woidk managed to
send Shilks even through these middl e
aged weins!

el E Cuntar tor one man 5 be blesrad
with Such B il gnit ok wolce,” b wdyich
he pust smiled that EEarming smile

O yeez, b kofows b fo furh on
thi chaim!

#nrd and Omer edurned and Ehe
epi e ok en.

| came badk dovin Trom the casd |
Fiad been doating on vihile 3ilowd g
Fils wol e bo eamny moe bo some dis-
tant place, far remowed from e
drezzing mom at fhe Schieyerhalle,
ir fime fo remember that | was sup-
posed fo be a professional and fhat
iy pumpase forbeng here, was o
iirite rebew hiirmi.... the man with the
wodce of an angel.

Hawing goen off o a bad start |
fold Helmut that | had pre-recorded
the introdudion and fhat vee could
g Svaight info §he inde e ew for
South African radio.

His fans veould be happy o hear
his woica “in pason” as they wers
starved of any conkad with him. |
was bold enough to suggest fhat he
spoke to his manager and pmo-
duoer, Piet Roslen, to makeat him
mce edensively in thoese countries
whare his Chs have bean mleased, bt
whare he does not Sour rggul ady, but
he msponded wath: 1 am ondy Ehe
gingar. | hawe nofing to 49 v promid-
tion or markating.”

iy sl 0 il

| procedded to do 2 short owe gy of
hooww b ot started in e musio buss
ngss, from his childhood d ays vuben b
listened to Ehvis at everny op portunity, to
The Soundmis Show — 3 il




M'm aftaid he dhided mae lighffy, saving:

"oy have said it all for ma, What do
wouveart me o say™

| qua by bobd him Bt e wsonld b ave
plenty ima to speak duing fe nesd 30
of A mi nubes,

Wousee, lwanted m to talk about
mom raont awents, touring, his nax
CD. naw happenings in his ife and
othar mlated facts. His rise fo tha fop

has already been extensnvaly cowerad,
and he's askad the same old questions
owar and over agan - and | was not
going to do & that veay

| ased Helmut howe many of his Chs
had reached Platnwm and halocked
dimectly & me and said: "1 have ne
chug”,

At last cound, | think itwas cwer 70
“But eveny one is spedal to me. | am
mawver blasd and appreci e it = and my
fans - averyima 3 moond goes Gold o
Plagnum.” he said

| remaked that sales of ower 10 million
was phenomenal and he supased me
with his anmwar,

“Thare ate some singers Ble Andea
Bocoeli and Robbie Williarms who sall
that many in one yead Thay are good
and that is why they sell 20 many Chs,
butthey have also been releasedintar-

niabonaly and that gives vou a farwidar
markat.” i 5aid

I askad vy ha waas not rede ased inkas
nationaly and again fhe ansear "l am
andy the singer. Fist Boalen is my man-
ager and ha has alveays been Aght
weith past dedsions. leave all of thatup
to him,"

I hawe no doukd Piatiz a ganius. Who
alse vaould dam
totake a young
Bwlgian pop
singar with no
classical traming
weh atsoevar and
hawe hirm e cord
a Ch of dassical
music

A four octave
vl ca doas not
n&cassarihy a
clagsical singar
maka,

"“When Pt pro-
posed the fiest
clagsical Ch, |
remambar  ash
inegg him if he was
mad = fhat is not
the kind of music
thatthe broader
public wants! |
told hime it voould-
r't sell and that |
! had bills o paw

L and ha Faid;

i ' Cron't oy
about the bills,
just sing," and
the COr and fhe
rest, as theysay,
is histonyg.”

Just 3z the exdmeme cnssover from He
clazsical Cls to Dutt of Aficawas =
anothar stroke of genivs that became
Helmul's biggest selling CD wilh sales
of ovar SO0 D00 in Gamany alone. The
vided was 3 Mo, 1 for quie some ime,
ahaad awen of klichas! Flat bay's visy-
alty eociting Lerd of The Dance!

e touched on the topic of his lowely
wite, Carol Jang Foa iLofigiersh, who
had set up 2 dive shop called "Bubbla
and Diva™ naran their homa in Fent and
| gaid sha must ba 3 wery spadial lady
to acoept him being away for v eks on
and, trawaling all ower the weodd and
baing hugged, kisfed and adorad by 50
many femabe fans. Last year ha spant
a total of fweo- and-a-hatt months in his
awan homeas in Belgium and athough
Carol somatimeas tours veih him, mone
often Shan not, shais geting on with
hgr o ventures, Bt howy she must
miss him. Again his an@eear was sur
prising

“Canolis weny indepand ent and thatis
goed, We al need our own spacs, butl
think | migs har mom than she misses
me! Shewods vary hard and onos her
shop is open, she vl have aven mope
to do.”

| vozs impressed with Helmut fornot
“achng the big star and telling me the
20 minutes promised for an nbe i
was ower, He simply lef me a8k quas
tiones wehich b anmses re d wathout hesi-
tation and whan | faid it was a wrap
and thanked ham, he picked up his
guitarand said he veodd B to play
something for me. | hought he vas
joking. “vou said you don't play the
guitar,” | said.



"k, but ncw Freddy is teaching mae 86 play,” he £aid and pro-
o ied ied o pluck: the stings and to play a fevetones, His nadu:
ral musical alent nove éxdends to the quitar! | terally had o
tear miyEelf avary, 35 | had to intendew bofh Andng Wal
sohakds and Freddy Birset before the conaer stared,

| ek b0 offer fair odmment on the e mos it in 2 long
tme and (] thaught) & oo mplétely R o g aamimE.

Az the fiaing of Dul of Afnca éshoed thraughout e audio-
riur And | weafted for Helmutbs appear on Sagqe singing Mis
il tﬂl'l‘-lpt-!iﬁtl fi = Ard GE l!lfl'l'l" oo nte £0 M) & = fram e
GO, the musc suddenly ohanged o Bohemian Rhapsody and
Helmut's woice foated hsunfingly in unison from Some unseen
place,

Then he made the “grand entianok” and Se magic | had e
penenced af those long 290 oon ok was badk in an instant.

The repersire woas, a2 expecled, 2ongs fiom Pop Clazzic in
Symphony, 3 mix of peevous CD2 and the eferasoent
Camzo, Neszum Domma and

Ehaz Medley. Bt 3 mevo addi

tian vaas Bie final 2ong

ot Helmut desctibed 35 3
Iullaby, before shaking the

wed Bz with rock mugio meadhing
dedbels my ears could barnedy
Suprvie — Bl | dd — and f aas
wafderfid. Even Annl was up
and danang, while Uzchi,
Renate and | clapped ou
hands and stamped our feel

In retrospect, ®ie Danny B oy
duet with my ofher all-Seme
Tavousbe, CH Richard, vas
briliand, although | do think i
was 3 bad “Wee image” of Chf
— too dlose up and ot at all
flathe dng!

The addifon of special guesi
star onthe PCIS fowr, Freddy
Birset with his deep bass
wilce camssing dassic Fremnch
songs and the dset with
Helmust, was a touch of dass!

Add to the mix the ballano: of
comd uctor Andee Walschaeds
and hisg ¢ ;

Qirchestra and you hawe e
fin all i ng reediend foo this winnin g

After fhe concet, | heard some
fans compl aining that there
was too much old stuff and not
encugh neww. by owen view is
that it is wh at m akes Helmufs
conoerts unique; the fact that
you can once again relive the
wonderfd songs that lured you
to the Loti-stable in e fist
place...

On the weay back to Aichial I

waas debaling in mo mind sebather Helmuts version of kandy
vads a5 good 35 the original (2 o0 py raney vl e r fany
by band Wesite did & best = Bhe jun's Sl out on that one.

It voag 8 magical évening and | suas £ad that, after baoking
fonaard o i inte ndewe, the oomoert and medng some of the
Lot "‘I'h'l"l'r!.l"_ for SOme vk éks, e &verang had oometo an
abrupt end,

Ot s, okl st | bhoaee oy live inberd i and moy live oo noert
tuaks d Dy in e e cksse s oF my mind that | can ol 4
ok any b Rk f | saant B0 eelive those, magical memones
g gnvks!

The anty Belguan b make d o the Supes Find of the Saund-
s S et 10 e Methedands in 150 FAE proved o evenione
that b i now offic sy & 5 upe s Belgla netar,

Wl Hefrmut pemomm again in South Africa ..
IpAGE.

v ghoh ths




